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Applied Writing and Critical Thinking   

 
The course provides a systemic and focused approach to English language development, using rigorous 
and coherent instruction that motivates students with relevant literature and strategic skills. Instruction 
focuses on the 9-10th grade English Language Development Standards.  It takes students from a basic 
knowledge and understanding of English standards and concepts to a deeper understanding of and the 
ability to apply those concepts to all genres of writing and methods of communication. The class 
emphasizes writing, speaking, and presentation skills.  Each unit has a writing component focus 
correlated with the Six Traits of Writing in order to strengthen the components of writing while still 
addressing the process as a whole. Each unit also has a speaking/presentation component which 
teaches students to appropriately differentiate writing and speaking skills. 
 
Intensive English and Writing 
  
The course builds upon the previous level for returning international students and provides a systematic 
and focused approach to English language development, using rigorous and coherent instruction that 
motivates students with relevant literature and strategic skills. Instruction focuses on the 9-12th grade 
English Language Arts standards and the 9-12th grade English Language Development standards at the 
Intermediate level.  This course is required for international students, whose Toefl scores are below 71.     
Advanced grammar, listening comprehension, academic speaking, and reading comprehension are 
featured.    
 
American Culture and Diversity 

 
This course is designed to enhance the academic students' ability within a variety of subject areas. 
Students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in the fields of the arts, music, geography, 
literature, and social science to help them better understand themselves and society. Frequent writing 
assignments, critical thinking, open discussion, speaking skills, individual presentations, and independent 
research are strongly emphasized. 
 
  
Introduction to the Bible 
 
This course covers the fundamental beliefs of Biblical Christianity. The students are introduced to the 
main stories, people, and ideas that form Christianity.  Students find cultural and literary worth in the 
Bible, and their eyes are opened to the possibility of a loving Creator God and Savior. Students become 
involved in varied community service activities after school. 
 

 


